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- pHorne a.lawyer anytime you want and
. get fast advice.

In Washmgton D.C, laborers in the
. construction industry get free advice

and -consulfation on personal "legal |

problems, as well as free courtroom
representatlon. Everythmgs pald out-’
of union dues.

In western’ Pennsylvama, Blue

Cross is preparing to offer individual -

. legal-insurance contracts, at .prices
ranging from $60 to $140 per family.
The lower-cost contract would cover
up to.17 hours .of legal consultation,

" which might Tun around $450 if paid . _

for pnvately .
Ii your own city, plans ike thls

* fnay-‘Soon be available if they aren’t:.

. already. According/to the. American
‘Bar Assn;, some 150 full-scale pre-paid
legal insurance plans are now operat-

“ing in-the United States, covering

. about: 2 mxllmn people And perhaps
-as many as 10, 000 unions, credit .un-
mns .employers and other groups.of-
fer some form of group legal benefits.

The 1976 tax reform law made it ad-

_vantageous for companies to offer

thesé plans as a fringe benefit, which

. doubtlessly will expand their number.
of people -

: tremendonsly Millions’
would ‘buy individual coverage if it
were offered at a reasonable price.

- Low-cost legal advice is, in. fact, the
‘chief attraction of ‘pre- -paid insurance
plans ‘Typically, an employer, credit

union or other group will contract -

with a specific panel of lawyers, offer-
mg them a large volume of legal busi-
"‘ness if they’ll promise to charge each
group member a 'low fee. The cost
“may be 20 to 40 per cent below stand-

to choose any Jawyer you want The
*coverage pays for a certain, iumber of
hours-of leg_al wprk 50 if, the problem
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MBIV YORK—In California, you car-
,.,.p,ay $25 a year for the right to tele- .

can be cleared up qmck\y the cost isf
loi. However, ence the work exceeds,
the ‘time covered by the. insurance|
"contract, the lawyer can charge lu.w
usual fee.

1£ you know your case-is compllr‘
cated, you should take the precaution
of negotiating a reasonable fee in ad-

" vance. But your insurance .at least

guarantees that the case will cost less
“than it would have without the ¢over-
age.

Some plans even cover “maJor le-
gal” ‘expenses ‘just the way health
‘plans cover “major medical. »" You
_ have to pay.a deductible (perhaps

$1,000) and the plan picks up the rest

of the cost.

Legal insurance plans prov:de an-

~other. benéfit,. worth even more than
youw'll save on legal fees. Having, the

. coverage encourages you to_use alaw-’

yer for legal muddles; when’ otherw15e

. you might try to do'without. - .
‘Middle and - lower ’1ncome people. |

generally avoid lawyers if at-all ‘possi-
ble. Mainly, they don’t want to pay
the fee. And alot of people have per-
sonal grievances agamst the legalpro-
" fession, and take pride-in-handling all
their problems-themselves. -

- That's fine, if it works. But it often
doesn't, Stuart Brown of the National
Legal Service .Plan in’ Westwood,
Calif., told- my assocxate Anne. Cola-

. mosca that a good part.of this busi-

ness - comes from - untangling do-it-
yourself legal pro;ects—especlally do-
it-yourself divorces. Many an heir has
lost money because of a do-it-yourself
will; or a. seller, -because of a de-it-

) yourself contract.

‘Legal insurance. programs encour-
age ‘“‘preventive law”—people asking
what to do about their problems be-
. fore they get bad enough to need ex-
pensive h'elp The-

.commonly -fieedéd ‘involye
tenant-’ c_hspntes- traffic rases
accidents; making or probating a will;

. consumer debt; family problenis, like

|

= Legal Insurance ‘Growing in

divorces and child support; criminal
charges; and;.a new area, upgrading
military discharges and applymg for
. G.L benefits.

Plans like that -of the Laborers Un-
jon District Council in Washington,

. D.C. dor’t stop -at small disputes, as

some plans do, but stay with the

.ty

warker right into  the couptmom if
that’s necessary.

One footnote: ~ Most group leg.-al«
plans will stand with youin court
¢nly if you're sued, not if youze domg
the.suing. This discourages litigation-
happy.people from getting their kicks
at their plan’s expense. -




